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a society that purports to be a democracy. In 2014, a non-
presidential election year, the overall national turnout was 
only 33.9%, and Indiana had the lowest turnout at 28.7% 
(Alter 2014; United States Elections Project 2016b). Figure 
12.2 indicates U.S. voter turnout since 1990.

POWER AND  
RESOURCE DISTRIBUTION: 
MESO-LEVEL ANALYSIS
In southern Africa, Bantu tribal groups provide for heirs 
to take on leadership when a leader dies. When there is 
no male heir to the position, a female from the same  
lineage is appointed. This woman must assume the legal 
and social roles of a male husband, father, and chief by 
acting as a male and taking a “wife.” The wife is assigned 
male sexual partners, who become the biological fathers 
of her children. This provides heirs for the lineage, but 
the female chief is their social father because she has 
socially become a male. This pattern has been common 
practice in many southern Bantu societies and among 

many other populations in four separate geographic 
areas of Africa. Anthropologists interpret this as a means 
of maintaining public positions of dominance and power 
in the hands of males in a particular family and commu-
nity (D. O’Brien 1977). Ruling groups in society—in this 

FIGURE 12.2  Voter Turnout in the United States, 1990–2014  
(Percentage of Eligible Voters)
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Source: United States Elections Project, "Voter Turnout Data" (http://www.electproject.org/home/voter-turnout/voter-turnout-data).

The Rwandan government has a higher percentage of women in its 
legislature than any government in the world.
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